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“Latent Variable Models, Causal Inference, and Sensitivity Analysis”

Recently, the machine learning community has expressed strong interest in applying latent variable
modeling strategies to causal inference problems with unobserved confounding. Here, I discuss one
of the big debates that occurred over the past year, and how we can move forward. I will focus
specifically on the failure of point identification in this setting, and discuss how this can be used to
design flexible sensitivity analyses that cleanly separate identified and unidentified components of
the causal model.
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